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" went on, and coming up to him in a chaise with a com-
" panion and servant on horseback told him he must
" stop and go back. Hallowell snapped his pistol twice
" at him, got upon his servant's horse, and rode with the
" utmost speed to town, followed by the horseman till he
" came within call of the guard at the entrance of the
"town."*

During this time the idea of a General Congress spread
rapidly through the Colonies, and was carried into effect
mainly by means of the lately appointed Committees of
Correspondence. Then it was that the importance of
such Committees became apparent; without them it seems
certain that the scheme would never have ripened into
fruit. They selected Philadelphia for the place, and the
beginning of September for the time of meeting. The
Colonies which agreed to send delegates to the Congress
were twelve; namely, the four New England States and
the two Carolina^, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Mary-
land, Ne\v York, New Jersey, and Delaware. In all
these the mode of appointing the delegates was by no
means the same. Thus in Massachusetts they were ap-
pointed by the legitimate Assembly just before its Dis-
solution, and with a race for time against the Governor.
In Virginia they owed their nomination to a new Hou.se
of Burgesses elected for that object without the Go-
vernor's authority, and bearing the name of a Conven-
tion. In two or three other provinces the vote of a
Committee, or even the cry of a multitude, was deemed
sufficient.-]* Nor was the number of the delegates uni-
form ; it varied in the several Colonies from eight to two
This disparity, however, did not affect the votes, since it
was agreed that each Colony should have one vote, what-
ever might be the number of its deputies. In the direc-
tions and instructions which each Colony gave its re-
presentatives on this occasion there was also much

* Dr. Cooper to Dr. Franklin, Sept. 9. 1774. See also the Ame-
rican Archives, vol. i. p. 764.

f The latter was the case in New York where, as Chief Justice
Marshall says, " it is probable that no legislative act authorizing an
" election to Congress could have been obtained." Yet the members
thus chosen contrary to law " were very readily received into Con-
gress," (Life of Washington, note to vol. ii. p. 157. ed. 1805.)